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Covering up . . . lotion

Bad flock
at church
RELATIVES are fencing off
graves to stop them being
damaged by sheep.

They claim a flock push
over headstones and eat
flowers left for loved ones.

But Rev David Cleeves
of St Michael’s Church in
Well, North Yorkshire,
said the sheep graze
twice a year as a long-
standing tradition.

Allen Daniel, whose
mum Ann is buried there,
said: “You can’t walk
around for sheep muck.”

CARE BARE
A Hooters strip bar

waitress is donating a kid-
ney to save a regular cus-
tomer in Roswell, Georgia.

A THIRD OF U24s
SHUN SUNBLOCK
A THIRD of under-24s do not
use sunscreen because they
wrongly think the sun is not
strong enough to harm them in
the UK, warn experts.

And 18 per cent told The Teenage
Cancer Trust they deliberately burn to
kick-start a tan.

A fifth admitted they did not use
sunscreen abroad thinking it would
stop them tanning, while 45 per
cent said they forget to use it.

One in seven said applying
the sun-blocking lotion in
public felt embarrassing.

And 71 per cent insisted being
bronzed was considered more gor-
geous than pale and interesting.

Trust chief exec Siobhan Dunn,
launching a safety campaign, said:
“The sun in this country can cause
damage. It’s sun damage when young
that could lead to skin cancer in later
life. It takes just a few minutes to
apply suncream or cover up.

“That could save someone from
the devastating, life-changing
experience of a skin cancer

diagnosis.”
Rates of malignant mela-

noma, the most serious skin
cancer, have risen faster in 30
years than other cancers.

Around 37 people a day, or
13,300 a year, are diagnosed
with it in the UK.

By JAMES MILLS

SCHOOLS’SCHOOLS’

HUNDREDS of children
have been kicked out of
school in the past year for
carrying weapons to class.

A investigation by The Sun
reveals 295 pupils have been
expelled since April 2014.

A further 412 were suspended in
the same time for possessing weap-
ons in school.

It could be the tip of the iceberg
as many Local Education Authori-
ties responded to our Freedom of
Information request for information
on knife incidents by saying they
do not record such data.

There are 151 LEAs in England.
Just 56, covering about 8,000
schools, replied to our question
about exclusions.

And only 42 replied to the
request for data about suspensions.

It comes at a time of heightened
concern around kids carrying blades.

Yesterday a 16-year-old was
arrested on suspicion of carrying
out two knife murders in three
months in Essex last year.

Our investigation shows 31 knives
confiscated by four LEAs in a year.

In Lambeth, South London, cov-
ering 89 schools, 16 knives were
taken away from pupils.

Royal Greenwich, which has 103
schools, found ten knives. Cheshire
East, which covers 146 schools, had
two, and in Rutland’s 22 schools,
three blades were seized.

The figure could be far higher as
the majority of LEAs either did not
respond or do not have that data.
Taking our figures as an average
and expanding them out to apply
to all schools could mean over
2,000 knives confiscated last year.

Our FOI request also asked how
many schools have metal detectors to
alert staff when someone with a
potential weapon enters the building.

Out of 24 LEAs that replied,
Enfield, Lewisham, Milton Keynes,
and Cheshire East installed them at
some schools.

We need to know
why pupils carry

Chris Keates, general secretary of
teaching union NASUWT, said:
“These are deeply worrying statis-
tics and it is a concern they have
only been exposed through an FOI.
We need to know what motivates
pupils to come to school armed.

“Through the freedoms it has
given to schools and its dismissal
of recording important information
as unnecessary bureaucracy, the
Coalition created a situation where
incidents are no longer recorded.
This conceals rather than deals
with the problem.”

Several shocking school knife
incidents emerged in the year.

The stabbing to death of teacher
Ann Maguire by 16-year-old student
Will Cornick at Corpus Christi
Catholic College in Leeds in April
2014 shocked the country.

Caroline Shearer set up Only
Cowards Carry after 17-year-old son
Jay died in a knife attack outside a
party in Colchester, Essex, in 2012.

She said: “Sadly, it doesn’t sur-
prise me some LEAs don’t hold this
data. No school wants to admit
they have a problem — it’s easier to
ignore the problem than confront it.

“Another factor likely to be hid-
ing the true number of knives is
that schools often want to deal
with weapons incidents internally,
rather than contact police.

“That’s illegal. These schools
are gambling with child-
ren’s lives.”

Trevor Woolley, 45,
whose son Ashley, 18,
was stabbed to death by
a pupil in Chelmsford,
Essex, in December,
said: “The Sun’s
findings are shock-
ing.” kate.jackson@

the-sun.co.uk
The Sun Says
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CASE
STUDY 1

Lad tried to
stab my son
under desk

CASE
STUDY 2

Pupil knifed
me in the

school loos

TEACHING assistant
Stephanie Munt was horri-
fied when her son Lucas,
seven, was threatened
with a knife in class.

The mum of two, 36, of
Belvedere, Kent, said: “A
boy brought in a Stanley
knife to show off.

“After he’d shown the
other children, he was
trying to stab my lad
under the table.

“Then the boy started
waving it in other child-
ren’s faces. He’s now been
permanently excluded.

“It’s worrying LEAs are
not keeping data about
the number of exclusions
for knife offences.”

BEN Goddard was 15
when he was stabbed in
the chest in school toilets
by a pupil with a large
kitchen knife.

He said: “He grabbed
me by the collar and
pulled me on to the knife
in his fist then just stood
there watching.”

Ex-Norwich City acad-
emy player Ben had life-
saving surgery and his
attacker was locked up.

The incident at Strad-
broke High School in
Suffolk was “hushed up”
for a year.

Mum Eileen Hollis said:
“I don’t think any school’s
prepared for it. Thankfully
Benjamin is still with us.”

Grief . . . Caroline

Ordeal . . . Lucas and mum

Stabbed . . . Ben Goddard

By KATE JACKSON
and MATT QUINTON
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LESSONS
IN DEATH
LESSONS
SUN INVESTIGATION

CASE
STUDY 3

Boy pulled
blade on me
in corridor

LESSONS
IN DEATH 

6It’s a
worry
these

figures
had to
be laid
bare by
an FOI7

2424
schools have

installed metal
detectors to
deter knives

2,0002,000
knives estimated

to have been
confiscated

last year

295295
pupils excluded

for carrying
weapons since

April 2014

412412
pupils

suspended
for carrying

weapons

STUDENT Taylor Crowley
was 15 when a fellow pupil
pulled a knife on him at
school last December.

Taylor, now 16, said:
“We’d been having a long-
running argument but it
was all light-hearted.

“Then I was walking
down a corridor when he
suddenly rushed up behind
me and put a knife in my
face. He told me if I ever
called him names again,
he was going to stab me.

“I was so shocked I
didn’t even feel frightened.
But then afterwards the
fear set in.”

Taylor, of Epping, Essex,
added: “I’ve started work-
ing with Only Cowards
Carry, which has been a
really big help in helping
me put it all behind me.

“People don’t realise
how big a problem knives
are in schools.”

Shaken . . . Taylor Crowley

LESSONS 295

IN DEATH 412


