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HAPPY MONDAYS
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ROSEMARY SHRAGER

ONE in five adult view-
ers has been offended by
scenes on TV in the last
year, Ofcom has revealed.

The majority polled by
the broadcasting watch-
dog cited too much sex,
swearing or violence.

Anti-social behaviour,
discrimination and nudity
also raised concerns.

Shows accused of gra-
tuitous violence included
the BBC’s Happy Valley,
starring Sarah Lancash-
ire, and The Fall.

Nearly a third of view-
ers thought TV had got
worse in the last year.

Fifty-seven per cent
blamed more repeats, 43
per cent blasted a lack of
variety and 30 per cent
felt there was too much
reality TV.

1 in 5 ‘no’
toTV sex

A SCHOOL finance boss
who stole £120,000 from
an academy’s coffers to
pay for designer clothes,
handbags and lavish holi-
days was jailed yesterday.

Kathryn Nethersole, 37,
siphoned off the cash
over three years by writ-
ing cheques to herself.

She was caught after
one dodgy sum paid into
her account had a differ-
ent payee listed on the
school records.

Sarah Bennett, head at
Two Mile Ash primary in
Milton Keynes, Bucks,
said in an impact state-
ment: “I’ve been left dev-
astated. She misled me.”

The mum got two years,
two months for admitting
six counts of fraud at
Aylesbury crown court.

School in
£120k rap

By LAUREN PROBERT

EMOJI is the fastest
growing language in the
UK, say experts.

Eight out of ten have
used the smiley-face
icons to communicate, a
poll found.

And 72 per cent of 18
to 25-year-olds admit
they find it easier to get
their feelings across in
emoji than words.

Professor Vyv Evans,
from Bangor University,
said: “Emoji is the fastest
growing form of language
in history based on its
incredible adoption rate
and speed of evolution.

“It has far eclipsed
hieroglyphics, its ancient
Egyptian precursor which
took centuries to develop.”

Andy Murray tweeted
the story of his wedding
day last month in emoji
— originally from Japan.

The poll was carried
out by TalkTalk Mobile.

Top Ten emoji: 1 Smiley face;
2 Crying with laughter; 3 Love heart;
4 Beaming red cheeks; 5 Thumbs up;
6 Tongue-out winking face; 7 Blow
kiss; 8 Wink face; 9 Confused; 10 See-
no-evil monkey.

Emoji the
No1 lingo
explosion
in history

Popular . . . wink face
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Struggling councils blow £750K on C-list stars
CUTS-stricken local councils
spent more than £750,000
of taxpayers’ cash booking
celebrity acts last year, a
Sun investigation found.

Scores of C-list stars includ-
ing the Happy Mondays col-
lected up to five-figure fees for
events ranging from Christmas
lights to staff training sessions.

The Mondays’ led by Shaun
Ryder picked up £25,000 in
Coventry, while ex-Westlife
singer Kian Egan got the big-
gest fee — £26,800 performing
for Armagh Council.

The £753,013 splurge across
348 authorities comes as
councils across the UK
are being forced to cut

services. But the figure could be
higher as 79 councils refused to
answer our requests under Freedom
of Information laws.

In Tower Hamlets, among Britain’s
most deprived boroughs, bosses
spent £10,750 hiring chef Ainsley
Harriott to judge a curry contest.

Other big spenders included Cov-
entry Council, which spent £93,750
on its Godiva Festival, an annual

weekend of free live music.
Among the acts booked for

the 2014 show were the Happy
Mondays, at £25,000, We Are
Scientists for £12,500 and
Buzzcocks for £10,000.

Meanwhile, the council
has agreed to £15million

of cutbacks on services ranging from
street cleaning to park maintenance.

Elsewhere, Waltham Forest Council
paid 1970s throwbacks Sister Sledge
£18,000 for a performance, while St
Helens Council gave The Lightning
Seeds £10,000 to do their Christmas
lights switch on.

Pop Idol runner-up Gareth Gates
was paid £1,750 by Sandwell Metro-
politan Council, West Midlands, for
a Christmas lights event and £8,350
from Perth and Kinross Council for
a Commonwealth Games celebration.

Strictly judge Craig Revel Horwood
was paid £2,000 by Kent County
Council to judge a kids’ talent show.

The Archers actor Trevor Harrison
and Antiques Roadshow expert
Henry Sandon got £300 and £450
respectively to endorse both the Per-
shore Plum Festival and the Aspara-
gus Festival in Wychavon. But not

all celebrities charged for their time.
Natural history broadcaster David
Attenborough gave a speech in Lin-
coln for South Kesteven Council for
nothing — and even paid his own
expenses.

The Sun investigation comes after
the Local Government Association
claimed on Sunday that members
had been forced to impose cuts of
40 per cent since 2010 and told
David Cameron that making any
more savings is not an option.

But Andy Silvester of the Taxpay-
ers’ Alliance said: “You couldn’t
make it up. The deficit must be cut,
and that means councils waging war
on wasteful spending like this.

“This money doesn’t grow on trees
but comes out the pockets of hard-
working taxpayers, and should be
treated with more respect.”

emily.fairbairn@the-sun.co.uk
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Musical score . . . Shaun
Ryder’s band Happy

Mondays were among
the acts to land big fees

EXCLUSIVE by EMILY FAIRBAIRN
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Plum job . . . Harrison


