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Revelry and 
tragedy 
mark arrival 
of new year
 Andrew Johnson

 Millions of people around the world lined 
waterfronts and filled city squares last 
night to welcome in 2015 with spectacu-
lar fi rework displays as well as traditional 
events – but celebrations in Shanghai were 
marred by tragedy, as dozens of revellers 
were killed and injured in a stampede. 

According to Chinese state media, at 
least 35 people were killed and 42 injured 
in the crush, which happened in the city’s 
Bund riverfront area at about 11.30pm local 
time. Emergency services soon arrived to 
aid the wounded in Chen Yi Square, an 
area that often becomes crowded during 
major events. It was not immediately clear 
what triggered the stampede. 

The offi  cial Xinhua news agency said 
many of the injured were students. Pho-
tographs on Weibo, the Chinese version of 
Twitter, showed densely packed crowds 
of revellers along the Bund, which lies  on 
the bank of the Huangpu river. In some 
photographs, rescue workers were seen 
trying to resuscitate victims on the pave-
ment while ambulances waited nearby.

Authorities had shown concern about 
crowd control in the days leading up to 
New Year’s Eve. They recently cancelled 
an annual 3D laser show on the Bund 
which attracted 300,000 people last year.

 New Zealand, the fi rst country to cel-
ebrate the new year, celebrated with 
fi reworks launched from Auckland’s Sky 
Tower, while in Australia an estimated 
1.5 million spectators lined the harbour 
to watch the now renowned fi rework dis-
play on Sydney Harbour Bridge.  

 In London, 100,000 people gathered 
on the banks of the Thames to watch an 
11-minute firework display involving 
12,000 pyrotechnics. This year’s event 
was ticketed for the fi rst time, with revel-
lers paying £10 each to access the fenced-
off  viewing area, after around half a mil-
lion tried to squeeze into the area  around 
the South Bank last year.

 In Scotland, Hogmanay celebrations on 
Stirling Castle’s esplanade were cancelled 
due to high winds. A live outdoor concert 
had been due to take place on the espla-
nade, with music from The Waterboys, 
Skerryvore, JJ Gilmour and Model Aero-
planes, followed by a fi reworks display. 
However, the event was cancelled as high 
winds meant public safety could not be 
guaranteed, police said.

 Up to 75,000 people were expected 
to gather for the world-famous event in 
Edinburgh, which saw Lily Allen headlin-
ing the Concert in the Gardens.    
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Wigan owner Whelan banned by FA for racist comments
 David Conn

 The Football Association has handed 
down an unprecedented disciplinary 
sanction to the Wigan Athletic owner and 
chairman Dave Whelan for racist state-
ments he made in an interview with the 
Guardian.

Speaking on 20 November while 
defending his appointment of Malky 
Mackay as Wigan manager   – when Mac-
kay was himself under investigation for 
alleged racism  – Whelan told the Guardian 
it was “nothing” to call a Chinese person 
a “chink”, and said: “Jewish people chase 
money more than everybody else.”

The FA charged Whelan a week later 
with a breach of its misconduct rules, 
aggravated by the reference to race, reli-

gion or ethnicity.  An independent FA reg-
ulatory commission that heard the charge 
has now banned Whelan from all football 
activities for six weeks. 

That bars the Wigan owner from any 
involvement in his club, which is  second 
from bottom in English football’s second-
tier Championship, throughout the Janu-
ary transfer window, and from watching 
matches at the stadium, which he  owns 
and has named after his DW gym chain.

The commission has fined Whelan 
£50,000 and ordered him to undertake 
an education programme, which seeks to 
inform people involved in football about 
good practice relating to diversity and race 
issues. Whelan has also been warned as to 
his future conduct.

FA sources said they believed Whelan 

was the fi rst football club owner and chair-
man to have been disciplined for racist 
remarks, and been subjected to a penalty 
as severe as a six-week ban from football 
activities and £50,000 fi ne.

Some concern was  expressed in foot-
ball circles about how the FA will enforce  
a ban against Whelan’s involvement with 
a club whose modern status and sta-
dium are essentially his creations. He has  

fund ed  Wigan to the tune of an estimated 
 £200m since he took  it over as a struggling 
bottom -division club 20 years ago. Wigan 
won the FA Cup in 2013 for the fi rst time 
in their history and were relegated from 
the Premier League after eight seasons in 
the same year.

An FA spokesman said that while the 
FA was not a police force, it would be 
monitoring the ban. Whelan is permit-
ted no contact with the FA itself, or with 
leagues, and can play no part in any trans-
fer activity in January, which may be vital 
to Wigan’s chances of avoiding relega-
tion from the Championship this season. 
 The FA statement announcing the sanc-
tions said it will publish the full written 

Sexual abuse in hospitals soars
Mental health patients most at risk from predators, say police 
 Martin Williams  

A hidden outbreak of  sexual abuse in 
 British hospitals has been disclosed in 
new figures revealing that more than 
1,600 attacks were reported to police in 
the last three years.

Records obtained by the Guardian 
under the Freedom of Information Act 
show a 50% rise in reports of sexual vio-
lence in hospitals since 2011. It includes a 
total of at least 157 rape allegations. 

Statistics on sexual abuse reports in 
hospitals were released by 38 out of 45 
UK police forces .  They document 1,615 
attacks that are known about  including 
cases on NHS wards, private clinics and 
other health centres. But prosecutors 
have said that up to 90% of sexual abuse 

goes unreported, suggesting the true 
 fi gure could be much higher. 

Last year the Metropolitan police 
received reports of 17 rapes and 124 other 
sex abuse crimes inside London hospitals.

Most police forces were unable to pro-
vide  a fi rm breakdown of the types of hos-
pitals where rapes and sexual abuse had 
been reported. However, the Met, which 
accounted for 20% of all reports, said the 
issue was a particular problem in mental 
health units, with a signifi cant proportion 
of alleged victims identifi ed as vulnerable 
due to  mental health problems.

 Luciana Berger, the shadow minister 
for public health, said the fi gures revealed 
a serious problem for the NHS and called 
for an urgent review of hospital security.

Individual cases of abuse in hospitals 

have been well documented but this is the 
fi rst time the scale of the problem has been 
reported.  Today’s   fi gures account for all 
reports of abuse, although a small number 
are understood to relate to historic attacks 
that occurred  before 2011.  

One victim described being groomed by 
her mental health support offi  cer   for fi ve 
months. When she bumped into him years 
later it triggered a suicide attempt before 
she eventually reported him. However, 
the man resigned before the investigation 
concluded and authorities were unable to 
take action against him. 

“I was in a vulnerable position at the 
time; certainly not in a position to  consent 
to what he was doing,” she told the 
 Guardian. “What have I gained by  coming 
forward? Nothing. I’m just a  person who 

has made allegations that haven’t been 
proven.”

In another case, a mental health patient 
described psychiatric hospitals as a “play-
ground for predators”, after she was raped 
up to 60 times by a member of staff . The 
woman had been taken to Little Brook hos-
pital in Kent after a breakdown and was 
warned she would be sectioned if she tried 
to leave.      When asked whether anyone else 
at the hospital knew about her abuse, the 
woman   told the BBC : “I strongly suspect it 
can’t have been completely missed. I can’t 
believe how it could have been so frequent 
and not picked up on.”

She was eventually paid £100,000 com-
pensation, but her attacker avoided  jail, 

 The Elizabeth tower housing Big Ben and the London Eye are illuminated by fi reworks welcoming 2015. More pictures, pages 18-19 Photograph:  Peter Macdiarmid/Getty

Continued on page 6 $

Newspaper of the year 
Winner of the 
Pulitzer prize 2014

Thursday 
01.01.15Thursday 
01.01.15Thursday 
01.01.15Thursday 
01.01.15Tuesday 
01.07.14Thursday 

How to 
master

Lenny Henry 
Radio 4 should 
hear black voices 
365 days of 
the year

Election | Web | Rugby | Shopping | Cuts | Music | Leisurewear g2 

Newspaper of the year 
Winner of the 
Pulitzer prize 

Published in London 
and Manchester
theguardian.com 

£1.60
Thursday 01.01.15

opinion

Dave Whelan is 
believed to be the 
fi rst football club 
owner and chairman 
to be disciplined 
by the FA for 
racist remarks

black voices 
days of 
year

inion

Martin Williams




Section:GDN BE  PaGe:6  Edition Date:150101  Edition:03  Zone:    Sent at 1/1/2015 1:02 cYanmaGentaYellowblack

* * *6 The Guardian | Thursday 1 January 2015

National

 Rupert Neate and Sarah Butler 

More than 2,3 00 City Link workers who 
discovered that their employer was going 
bust on Christmas Day  have been   made 
redundant on New Year’s Eve. 

The administrators of  the delivery 
company  owned by multimillionaire Tory 
donor Jon Moulton made 2,356  employees 
redundant at 4.30pm  yesterday  . 

Moulton, whose Better Capital private 
equity  fi rm bought City Link for £1 in 2013, 
said he  had done everything he could to 
keep the company going and was very 
sorry that the collapse ruined  Christmas 
and New Year for so many people. “Of 
course, I wish it would come on diff er-
ent days,” he  said. “We did everything we 
could to make sure the announcement 
would be on Boxing Day, not Christmas 
Day. It [would have] still been horrible, 
but a little less horrible.”

Moulton   said Better Capital had prob-
ably lost about £20m trying to keep City 
Link going.  

Accountants at EY told staff  that  371 of 
them were to be kept on,  but only until  a 
backlog of undelivered Christmas  orders 
had been cleared and the company was 
wound up . “It is with regret that we have 
to announce substantial redundancies at 
City Link Ltd, which ceased accepting new 
parcels on 24 December 2014,” said joint 
administrator Hunter Kelly . “The com-
pany endured substantial losses, which 
ultimately became too great for it to con-
tinue as a going concern       .” 

The redundancies will aff ect the head 
office in Coventry as well as hubs and 

depots around the country.   They  came 
despite a last-minute bid  for the company. 
The administrators said the unnamed 
consortium’s bid “off ered no money up 
front and signifi cantly undervalued the 
assets to be acquired”. 

Moulton  said the consortium was 
headed by an “unknown businessman 
from Stoke-on-Trent”. He said he had 
tried to sell City Link to Amazon, its big-
gest customer, in the months before the 
delivery company’s collapse. 

Mick Cash, the general secretary of the 
RMT union,  said: “The confi rmation from 
the administrators that they  are pulling 
the plug on any eff orts to save City Link is 
a disgraceful and cynical betrayal that will 
wreck the lives of our members . RMT does 
not believe that those pulling the strings 
had any interest in saving this business 
and were happy to cut and run .” 

Moulton said he hoped “at least a 
good proportion” of the redundant City 

Link staff  would get new jobs soon. “The 
administrators said at least 60 employers 
were chasing them.” On Tuesday, the cou-
rier company APC Overnight said it would 
give priority to City Link staff  in fi lling up 
to 100 vacancies at its national sorting 
centre in Cannock, Staff ordshire.

On top of the 2,356 City Link redun-
dancies,  1,000 self-employed drivers 
face fi nancial diffi  culties . Phil Valentine, 
a freelance who runs fi ve vehicles for City 
Link in the Lake District, said he was owed 
about £21,000 for two and a half weeks’ 
work.      He has been told that he is unlikely 
to receive any of the money he is owed .

“It’s going to be a struggle. Even if I fi nd 
new work, I may have to wait six weeks 
until I get paid,” he said. “What baffles 
me is that they knew we were all self-
employed but they let us run up debts 
and deliver parcels when they must have 
known we wouldn’t get paid.”

Fellow  Lake  District courier Mike Par-
kinson, who has worked for City Link for 
15 years, said he was owed about £7,500 
for two weeks’ work and was stuck with 
ongoing costs of more than £3,000 a week . 

The business secretary, Vince Cable, 
said: “This is very sad news for the City 
Link workers and their families at a 
particularly diffi  cult time of year. The 
government has put arrangements in 
place to help employees who are made 
redundant .  City Link employees and 
self-employed drivers who have their 
contracts terminated  will be able to 
access the government’s rapid response 
service, which draws together local 
partners such as Jobcentre Plus and the 
skills bodies to deliver support for each 
person aff ected.

“In addition, a Facebook page has 
been set up to link companies holding 
suitable vacancies with those who have 
been made redundant, so if drivers can 
be redeployed into new jobs in this com-
petitive, buoyant market, they will be.”

City Link workers made redundant 
after consortium’s bid is rejected
Administrators accused of 
pulling plug on company 
Van owners say they are 
owed money for deliveries

Picketers this week outside City Link’s 
HQ in Motherwell, Lanarkshire

 Moor festive fun
 A festively attired runner takes part in the annual Auld Lang Syne fell race  on New 
Year’s Eve across the hills of Oxenhope, West Yorkshire. The six-mile race was won 
by Olympic athlete Alistair Brownlee  Photograph: Lorne Campbell/Guzelian
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Sue, a mental  health patient, 
 describes the abuse she  suff ered in 
an NHS support centre . 
“He started very subtly, at the time I 
felt like a genuine relationship.   

“I had just been diagnosed with 
clinical depression and anxiety and he 
was my support worker. I was in a vul-
nerable position at the time; certainly 
not in a position to consent to what he 
was doing. It went on over about fi ve 
months until he abruptly ended it .

 “I didn’t dare say anything to any-
body. I know it’s not my fault, but I 
still think it’s my fault.  When I eventu-
ally reported it, it took 22 weeks for 
the health authorities to investigate. 
At the end, there was an independ-
ent hearing where he could have his 
say, but he resigned just beforehand. 
So what have I gained by coming for-
ward? Nothing.  The police wanted to 
interview me, but I was in pieces at 
that point and I couldn’t face a police 
interview as well as everything else. 

“Even when I sent off  a statement, 
I thought: ‘ Am I  going to be believed? 
I’m just a nutty woman and he’s a 
professional . ’  When you have a mental 
disorder you get disbelieved in many 
shapes and forms, so why should they 
believe you with this?  

“The whole experience has wors-
ened my mental health; I’ve gone 
downhill massively. It’s like they’ve 
come along with a giant spoon, stirred 
up all the memories and left me to deal 
with it. I’ve made repeated suicide 
attempts and I’ve become more and 
more desperate. At the moment it feels 
like the lowest point ever in my life.

“ To date, I still haven’t had a formal, 
written comeback about my com-
plaint – not even an apology. That’s all 
I want; that would make the biggest 
 diff erence to me.”
Sue’s name has been changed

‘All I want is an apology’

receiving a suspended sentence. A third 
case saw the care assistant Naraindra-
koomar Sahodree jailed in 2010 for repeat-
edly raping a multiple sclerosis suff erer in 
her bed at a central London hospital. He 
had managed to get the job despite already 
being struck off  the nurses’ register.     

 Berger  said: “A zero-tolerance approach 
to sexual abuse must be pursued in the 
NHS. All victims should feel safe to come 
forward and every incident properly dealt 
with by the police, courts and health 
service, to ensure every perpetrator is 
brought to justice.”

Berger said it was particularly worry-
ing that people in mental health units 
appeared to be at  high risk.  “Ministers 
must order an immediate review of secu-
rity, with a focus on mental health units.”

Nat Miles, senior policy and campaigns 
offi  cer at Mind, said: “It’s completely unac-
ceptable that sexual abuse is so prevalent 
within mental health units. Many people 
told us they are often seen as vulnerable 
and therefore an easy target by perpetra-
tors, and are more easily discredited and 
less likely to be taken seriously if they 
report a crime.” She  added: “Too often, 
crimes on wards are dealt with internally 
and not reported to police. It’s vital that 
frontline staff  are adequately trained, so 
crimes are taken seriously, and dealt with 
quickly and appropriately.”

An NHS England spokesperson said: “It 
is of course essential that both NHS and 
independent hospitals do everything to 
ensure that patients are safe and feel safe 
in their premises, and where concerns 
arise the police must be able to bring to 
bear the full force of the law.”

Sexual abuse in 
hospitals soars, 
fi gures reveal
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